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meet them. She was about thirty-five, slim, frail, and
in appearance and manner much less forceful than Marie
had anticipated. At once Marie's heart warmed. She
felt that in Cynthia Brook she had found a friend.
For Cynthia the call of the flesh had always been
subordinate to that of the spirit, and her lack of sensuality
had influenced the selection of her life's work. In
striking contrast to other women by whom Marie, in the
course of her pregnancy, had been interviewed, Cynthia
asked the minimum of questions, and, therefore, en-
couraged confidences instead of repelling them. Marie
described briefly her position, but did not mention the
name of her child's father.
Cynthia told her visitors a good deal about her work
and then, addressing herself directly to Marie, remarked,
" I wonder whether you'd be willing to assist me after
the birth of your baby,-if youVe no other job in view.
Esmee has told me that you're highly educated and a
brilliant musician, and that you've had enough of the
stage for the present. If you'd stop here permanently to
organize entertainments, speak at public meetings on
behalf of my home, and arrange about the sale of the
goods manufactured by my girls, I'd be eternally grateful,
for I can't attend to everything myself."
" How awfully good of you to offer me a job! "
exclaimed Marie. Then, giving ear to the call of
motherhood, she continued, " I'd love you to give me a
trial provided you'd let me keep my baby with me. I
don't want to separate from it."
** You wouldn't need to do that/' Cynthia answered,
" for I've nurseries here for the kiddies so that they can
live with their mothers."
Little further discussion was required to arrange
details. In exchange for her and her baby's keep,
Marie was to become sales manager and social organizer.
It was with thanksgiving in her heart that Marie left
the Bloomsbury mansion looking forward to her return